Histopathological and ultrastructural alterations of turkey skeletal muscle.
The pectoralis thoracicus and biceps femoris muscles were obtained from 30 18-wk-old Large White turkey males at the time of slaughter. The birds had no observable mobility or postural problems, and the meat appeared normal. Samples were processed for histology, histochemistry, and electron microscopy. Degenerative features were found in muscle from 10 of the 30 birds. Four of the 10 had alterations in both muscles. The degenerative changes included scattered focal necrosis, hypercontraction of muscle fibers, infiltration by mononuclear cells, formation of fibrous tissue scars, and Z-band streaming. These structural alterations appear to be related to muscle ischemia.